
Historic Preservation Commission

City of Woodland

Meeting Agenda - Final

Historic Preservation 

Commission

c/o Community 

Development Department

300 First Street

Woodland, CA 95695

(530) 661-5820

Council Chambers6:00 PMWednesday, September 20, 2017

A. Call to Order

B. Roll Call

C. Approval of Minutes

17-0625 SUBJECT: Historic Preservation Commission Minutes

RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation 

Commission adopt the minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission 

meeting of July 19, 2017.

A - July 19, 2017 Meeting Minutes.pdfAttachments:

D. Secretary's Report

E. Public Comment

This is an opportunity for the public to speak to the Commission on any item other than 

those listed on this agenda.  Speakers are requested to use the microphone in front of 

the Commission and begin by stating their name, whether they reside in Woodland and 

the name of the organization they represent if any.  In the event comments are related to 

an item scheduled on the agenda, speakers may be required to wait to make their 

comments until that item is considered.

F. Communications

This is an opportunity for Commission Members and Staff to make comments and 

announcements, to express concerns, or to request Commission’s consideration of any 

items a Commission member would like to have discussed at a future Commission 

meeting.

G. Presentations

H. New Business

I. Old Business

17-0618 SUBJECT: Landmark Tree Nominations

1 - Nomination Letter from David Wilkinson

2 - Photographs and Locations of proposed Landmark Trees

Attachments:
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J. Adjournment
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Legislation Details (With Text)

File #:  Version: 117-0625 Name:

Status:Type: Minutes Agenda Ready

File created: In control:9/13/2017 Historic Preservation Commission

On agenda: Final action:9/20/2017

Title: SUBJECT: Historic Preservation Commission Minutes

RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission adopt the
minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission meeting of July 19, 2017.

Sponsors:

Indexes:

Code sections:

Attachments: A - July 19, 2017 Meeting Minutes.pdf

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

Historic Preservation Commission Minutes

TO: Members of the Woodland Historic Preservation Commission

DATE: September 20, 2017
SUBJECT: Historic Preservation Commission Minutes

RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission adopt the minutes of
the Historic Preservation Commission meeting of July 19, 2017.

STAFF CONTACT: Debbie Flemmer, Administrative Secretary, Community Development Department

ATTACHMENTS:
Attachment A - July 19, 2017 Meeting Minutes
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Historic Preservation 

Commission

c/o Community 

Development Department

300 First Street

Woodland, CA 95695

(530) 661-5820

City of Woodland

Meeting Minutes - Draft

Historic Preservation Commission

6:00 PM Council ChambersWednesday, July 19, 2017

Call to OrderA.

Meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

Staff Present:

Stephen Coyle, Deputy Director

Erika Bumgardner, Senior Planner

Roll CallB.

Present 4:

Chairperson Cheryl Brookshear, Vice Chairperson Mark Aulman, Commissioner 

Christine Casey and Commissioner Tabatha Chavez 

Absent 0:

Approval of MinutesC.

17-0537 SUBJECT: Historic Preservation Commission Minutes

RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation 

Commission adopt the minutes of the Historic Preservation Commission 

meeting of February 15, 2017 and March 9, 2017.

A - February 15, 2017 Meeting Minutes

B - March 9, 2017 Meeting Minutes

Attachments:

A motion was made by Vice Chairperson Aulman and seconded by Commissioner 

Chavez to approve the Historic Preservation Commission Meeting minutes of February 

15, 2017.  The motion was carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Chairperson Brookshear, Vice Chairperson Aulman and Commissioners Casey 

and Chavez

A motion was made by Commissioner Casey and Chairperson Brookshear to approve 

the Historic Preservation Meeting minutes of March 9, 2017.  The motion was carried 

by the following vote:

Ayes: Chairperson Brookshear, Vice Chairperson Aulman and Commissioners Casey 

and Chavez

Secretary's ReportD.
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Public CommentE.

CommunicationsF.

PresentationsG.

New BusinessH.

17-0549 SUBJECT: 2017 Heritage Home and Historic Preservation Award 

Nominations

DATE: July 19, 2017

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Historical Preservation Commission approve 

the following nominations for the 2015 Heritage Home Awards:

A motion was made by Commissioner Casey and seconded by Chairperson 

Brookshear that 628 College Street and 617 Cross Street be removed from 

consideration for a Heritage Home Awards in 2017 and that 515 Pendegast St., 622 

Third St., 714 Third St., 520 Second St. and 620 Cross St. be considered for recieving 

a Heritage Home Award in 2017.  The motion was carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Chairperson Brookshear, Vice Chairperson Aulman and Commissioners Casey 

and Chavez

A motion was made by Chairperson Brookshear and seconded by Commissioner 

Casey to except the State Theatre for the Preservation Award for 2017.  The motion 

was carried by the following vote: 

Ayes: Chairperson Brookshear, Vice Chairperson Aulman and Commissioners Casey 

and Chavez

Old BusinessI.

AdjournmentJ.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
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File #:  Version: 117-0618 Name:

Status:Type: Staff Report Agenda Ready

File created: In control:8/28/2017 Historic Preservation Commission

On agenda: Final action:9/20/2017

Title: SUBJECT: Landmark Tree Nominations
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Attachments: 1 - Nomination Letter from David Wilkinson

2 - Photographs and Locations of proposed Landmark Trees

Action ByDate Action ResultVer.

MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the Woodland Historical Preservation Commission

FROM: Erika Bumgardner, Senior Planner
SUBJECT: Landmark Tree Nominations
DATE: September 20, 2017

PROJECT BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY: On February 1, 2017, local historian and President of the
Woodland Tree Foundation, David Wilkinson, submitted a letter to planning staff requesting the designation of
eleven trees or groups of trees located on publicly owned land as “Landmark Trees” (see Attachment 1).

At a special meeting of the Historical Preservation Commission held on March 9, 2017, the Commission was
asked to consider the historical importance of the trees nominated and direct staff to coordinate with the
Community Services Department, the Parks and Recreation Commission and with the City Arborist to evaluate
the condition and overall health of the nominated trees and to bring back a recommendation to the Historical
Preservation Commission regarding the proposed designation of the trees as Landmark Trees.

Since the March 9th meeting, the City’s Parks Superintendent and Arborist, Westley Schroeder, completed a
ground inspection of six of the eleven nominated trees, four located within City Park and two located within
Beamer Park, and found them to be viable candidates for designation as Landmark Trees. The remaining five
trees will be evaluated at a later date and may require a more extensive survey to determine their health and
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trees will be evaluated at a later date and may require a more extensive survey to determine their health and
long term viability.

Based on the extensive presentation provided by Mr. Wilkinson in March regarding the history and importance
of the nominees, and based on the recommendation of Mr. Schroeder, the Historical Preservation Commission
is asked to recommend to City Council the designation as Local Landmark Trees two native Valley Oak trees
located at Beamer Park; two native Valley Oak trees located at City Park; the “Shakespeare Club” Valley Oak
tree also located at City Park; and the Paradox Walnut tree located in City Park. See Attachment 2.
(Additional information regarding these six trees is provided in the Analysis section of the report, below.)

The nominated trees will be presented to the City’s Parks and Recreation Commission at its September 25,
2017 meeting for consideration. The Historical Preservation Commission may choose to make its
recommendation contingent upon the review and recommendation of the City’s Parks and Recreation
Commission as provided for below in the Recommendation section of this report.

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Historical Preservation Commission:
1) Consider the historical significance of the six trees recommended for designation as Landmark Trees;

and
2) Recommend City Council designate as Local Landmark Trees two native Valley Oak trees located at

Beamer Park; two native Valley Oak trees located at City Park; the “Shakespeare Club” Valley Oak tree
also located at City Park; and the Paradox Walnut tree located in City Park, contingent upon review and
recommendation by the City’s Parks and Recreation Commission.

3) ..body
ANALYSIS:

Section 20A-1-20 of the Woodland Municipal Code defines a “Landmark tree” as a tree or stand of trees which
is of historical or public significance as designated by the city council upon the recommendation of all of the
following groups and/or commissions: 1) the Parks and Recreation Commission; 2) the Historical Preservation
Commission; and 3) the Urban Forestry Group. The Urban Forestry Group has since merged with the Parks
and Recreation Commission.

Section 12A-3-1 of the Woodland Municipal Code (pertaining to the standards for designation of historical
landmarks, districts and resources) states that a building, structure, object, or particular place may be designated
for preservation as a landmark if it meets the following criteria:

Historical Importance: The building, structure, object, particular place, vegetation or geology has
character, interest of value, as part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the city,
state or nation; or is the site of an historic event with an effect upon society; or is identified with a
person or group or persons which had some influence on society; or exemplifies the cultural, political,
economic, social or historic heritage of the community.

As described in Section 12A-3-2, the Historical Preservation Commission by resolution may recommend to the
City Council designation of a landmark.

While neither the City’s Tree Ordinance nor the Historical Preservation Ordinance (Municipal Code Chapters

20A and 12A) provide criteria for the designation of landmark trees specifically, the Historical Preservation

Commission may wish to consider one or more of the following factors in its recommendation to City Council:

· Whether the tree’s age and association with a historic building or district gives the tree historical

City of Woodland Printed on 10/8/2018Page 2 of 4

powered by Legistar™



File #: 17-0618, Version: 1

· Whether the tree’s age and association with a historic building or district gives the tree historical

significance.

· Whether the tree represents a specimen that is particularly rare in Woodland or the region and is of

considerable size and age.

· Whether the tree possesses unique characteristics or special horticultural significance.

· Whether the tree is of a significant size and/or makes a significant and outstanding aesthetic impact to

its setting and is an exceptional specimen in good condition and health.

These factors correlate to the standards for designation of historical landmarks, historical districts and historical

resources as described above (Municipal Code Section 12A-3-1) and are factors other communities have used

to designate landmark trees.

NOMINATED TREES:

Mr. Wilkinson, in his letter to planning staff, provides a brief history of each of the trees nominated and under
consideration this evening for landmark designation, including a summary of their historical importance as
follows:

1. The two large native Valley Oak trees located at Beamer Park. These giants were saved only because
the park was built around them. Once upon a time, Beamer Park had an abundance of native oaks that
were used as a marketing tool for the rustic housing enclave, but they have all since disappeared, greatly
altering the skyline and appearance of this historic housing tract.

2. The two large native Valley Oak trees located at City Park. One of the giants is located near Walnut
Street and the other is near Elm Street. This is Woodland’s oldest city park. The Women’s Improvement
Club raised money to buy the land, which was donated to the city for the public park with explicit
instructions to preserve the native oaks growing within its boundaries. A few have survived to the
present day.

3. The “Shakespeare Club” Valley Oak, which is now over a century old. It grows in the center of City
Park near the concrete bench placed there by the Shakespeare Club.

4. The Paradox Walnut tree growing on the S/W corner Oak/Walnut streets at City Park. The eminent
horticulturalist, Luther Bank, donated the tree to the community for Arbor Day 1925. It is a beautiful
specimen of a tree which he hybridized.

The designation of historical landmarks within the City of Woodland is intended to protect the designated
structure or vegetation from substantial modification or removal unless it becomes a threat to public safety. By
designating the trees listed and described above as Landmark Trees, removal or major alteration of the trees, or
improvements or modifications under the canopy or within the drip line of the designated trees, will require
review and approval by the Historical Preservation Commission (HPC) unless the proposed
improvements/modifications will not have a detrimental effect on the trees as determined by the City’s Arborist
(or a qualified arborist and reviewed by the City’s Arborist). If a designated tree is found to be a public health
or safety hazard as determined by the City’s Arborist, it can be removed without review by the HPC. Routine
maintenance of the listed trees by a qualified arborist is exempt from HPC review.
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RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Historical Preservation Commission:
1) Consider the historical significance of the trees recommended for designation as Landmark Trees; and
2) Recommend City Council designate as Local Landmark Trees two native Valley Oak trees located at

Beamer Park; two native Valley Oak trees located at City Park; the “Shakespeare Club” Valley Oak tree
also located at City Park; and the Paradox Walnut tree located in City Park, contingent upon review and
recommendation by the City’s Parks and Recreation Commission.

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1 - Nomination Letter from David Wilkinson
Attachment 2 - Photographs and Locations of proposed Landmark Trees
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